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2 Tru. Iv. 3. 


Fir the time will come, when hy wil 
not endure found doftrine——. 


E that will but ive himſelf the leiſure to 
take a free and impartial Survey of our 
Ter Conſtitution, conſidered in a Re- 
ious or Moral Capacity, will be apt to 
conclude, that there never was any Age, ſince the 
Date of this Epiſtle, to which this Character of a 
Degeneracy in Principles might more truly belong, | 
than it doth to the preſent one we live in: For, 
altho'I am not ſo abſurd, as to think that the Apo- 
ſtle did either ſolely or principally intend theſe 
times of ours under this Deſcription; as was fre- 
uent for ſome ae Teachers of the late 
ebellion, to reſtrain and limit moſt of the Pro- 
phetical Predictions in Holy Writ to the Age and 
Countrey they liv'd in; as if this ſmall ſpot of 
Earth, com 1d with the reſt of the Chriſtian 
World, and a Great Part of the Gentile too, was 
to have been the o 7. Theatre, where thoſe Grand 
Revolutions and nges fort etold in Scripture 
ſhould be tranſacted. Altho, I fay, tis very cer- 
tain there of ene time lon 5 _ ag Moen were 
impatient o ne; yet there, nut 
n 2 Gee e aken fuer 
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ent care that the Prophccy ſhould not paſs uncom- 
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pleated. 


Hereſy and Schiſm have 'all;albng;-more or leſß, 


infeſted the Church, and diſtracted the Peace and 

thereof;. while the Apaſtles s were 
lc brad eure 17 wihting- * „ rg COr< 
rupte E 0 ines, 1 mon- 
how and Ras bh yea . ir phenious' Optivns; 
of which ſort were the Fimonians, Menandrians, 
Ebionites, Cerinthians and Nicolaitaus, uſually call d 
by that General Name of Gyoftics But cheſs win 
inconſiderable in regard of that innumerable 8 
which aroſe ſoon after, and almoſt overſprea 
Parts, where the Goſpel had been — mp 
who before had ſecretly lurk'd in ſome remote and 


obſcure Corner, not Haring as yet to vent their 


Peſtilent Opinions, became emboſdned; upon the 
Deceaſe of the Apoſtles, openly to aſſault the Truth, 
and to advance their Unreaſbnable and groundleſs 
Tenets in Oppoſition to the Clear Light of Reve- 
lation it ſelf. eee 
Then was i that the Priner of Darkneſs did 
moſt nien gen exert his Whole Force and Cun- 
ning, to ſubyetc that Religion, whoſe' Eftabliſh- 
Kaige he Well knew, would inevitably prove the 


835 of 15 Ie ; ard to this end did he 


110 Ir And Note enle, bs H jake it unworthy 


cep pt on of 4 Ragol of by 1 pow. 


cel Oppoſition made againſt VI Principal and 
to beat down 


freſs-of'a 
P. BY Xn DN mh + In 4 likely wiy*t6 have 
taken 


1 ie 1 bm to blend the Truth 
e 


N 


== N e e the Frians 


duſtry of the Great Athanaſcus, after a long and 
invid1ous Struggle mt Conteſt, moſt happily be. 


yented it. 
Now had this C: pion of che Aue Fait 
been ee eg t ſome in theſe days ca 
the Vertue of Moderation, the Church muſt infal- 
libly have been born down by the Prevalency Ty 
the Arrian Faction: For Euſchius, Biſhop of 
comedia , applauded by ſom. 70 his Moderation 
toward the Arrians, was at ſixſt no other than an 


Arrian under a Gſguiſc, and afterward a profels'd 


one. 


was Schiſm behind-hand as to its Riſe and Ori- 
gine; for we read of Diſſentions in the Churches 


of Antioch and Corinth, even in the Apoſtles days, 
85 ſo downward to Fs. ime: . bo 7 99 9 Rag do 


Ages. Yet 7 Ne 
—. was there ar anal inch 10 


a more oundleſs 1 01 2 55 >, * becauſe 5 
e IS 3 | 


rag d, Sc iſm, than our C hurch a 
manifeſt Token of a Great 800 49 in the 
Minds of Men; For whey. they. 3011l-not endure 
ſund Doctrine, then is it that ter their own 2 
they heap up to t emſelvęes 2255 havin itching 


Ears, And if this Giddy 2 Unſetled Humour 
of 5 ia frog 004 550 ode and for- 
aking T's w — 

y wile co cee dable, Wo 17 2 e {- 


t over us, de in 
cure the w to.our { 9 For no 
Nation under Heaven, aer hee but the Face a 


* the 
Orthodox, had not the commendable Zeal and In- 


Neither, in the next place, to own the Truth, 
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ligion is kept up and maintain'd, can in this patti- 
cular Se paratlera'racus..”.” 7 = E505 
But this is not the only Topic I deſign to pro- 
ceed upon, from the words I have made chyice of, 
but to ſhew, a work perhaps ungrateful, tho not 
unneceſſary, that whatever Depravity of Opinion 
might prevail amongſt Chriſtians in Former Apes, 
the ſame in degree doth ſtill obtain in this; and 
how prone ſoever Men heretofore may have been 
to turn a deaf Ear to wholſom Doctrine, the pre- 
ſent Age in this reſpect may vye with them. And 
this I ſhall endeaygur to make out, in the words 
of Truth and Soberiſ , not regarding how obnoxi- 
ous I may render Ay ſelf to the Cenſüres of the 
/ y rombat 
For the time is come, when men will not endure 


ſound Doctrine. 


I. And that Firſt; Becauſe the Principles of Na. 
tural Religion are moſt audaciouſſy aſſaulted, moſt 
impudently diſputed, denied and ridicul'd. As to 
the Exiſtence of a God, it has been queſtion'd by 
ſome, and ſtill is, whether ever there was any who 


1 did really disbeſeive it; They looking upon the 

| Notion of a Speculative” Atheiſt; as 4 feet Fig- 4 
| ment and Chimæra, and ſuch às never did jet il 
| aQually exiſt in the World; 
| But a ſmall degree of Knowledge in the Hiſtory 5 
of the Ancient Philoſophy will eaſily diſprove this 5 
[ Conceit, and à little Experience of the prefent Age © 
ö will ſoch difebver that there EP onſters yet 1 
j up6d the Stipe." Fo? an Example gf this Kind, ve 


need recur no farther, than to' the Beginn ing 0 
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 'crifice of a Fool; tather chan acknowledge: that Ne- iſm 55 


and 'tis to be hoped the laſt. Tis true indeed, 


Pernicious and Heretical Opinions, to be publickly 


and ſelf-evident as any in Science; tis hard to con- 
ceive, that he who deſires to be heard in What he 
ſays; ſhould be ſo-ſottiſh,as to oppoſe the Demon- 


any Medium for that purpoſe, but what may. with 
as much Reaſon be conteſted, as the Propoſition 


fort of Men, tho?! I can hardly call them ſo; Who, 
vhen Reaſon ſhould begin to — 5 it ſelf, have ran 
directly counter to it: in all their Actings, whoſe | 
whole Like nay: fays bas been one;uninterrupted 
Scene of Extravagant; Madngs: and K 5455. 
one ener A of Fe ſoms: Exord1 BARE | 


De T7 ＋ a dg. — 9 
the laſt» Century, : -which furniſnies us, with A; very 5 
remarkable one indeedꝭ of an Atheiſt who arriv'd Car vn. 
to that deſperate degree of Frenzy that he choſe Pra 


to ſuffer Death for ithe:Caufe,/ and to offer the Sa- for Athe- 


ceſſary Exiſtence had a; Being, be: ſubmitted, ac- 
cording to the Notions of his Philoſophy; to the 
loſs of his own, and dep priv'd himſelf, at: once, of 
the Enjoyment of — Falſe God he might 
have ſet up in this Life, and of the True one, whoſe 
Exiſtence he had conſtantly deſied; The F irſt Mar- 
tyr that ſtands recorded ih the Atheiſts Kalendar, 


the Cauſe of downright Atheiſm is ſo "oy abſurd 
and contradictious, that it happens nar, like other 


maintain'd:by thoſe: whordet! up for Men of Reaſon 
and Argument: For ſince the Being of a God is as 
capable of as ſtrict Demonſtration, as any Theorem 
in the Mathematics, and that upon Axioms as clear 


ſtration; when it is impoſſible he ſhould produce 


he endeavours to overthrow. But there is another 


Ap- 
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Roe cal Acheiſts; but we may obſerve them advancing 
a ſtep farther yet: For whonthey gſteem of Reli. 
gion a8 O other chan 2 Fiooe f Frieſt craft, and 
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Appetite or Paſſion: And: thus far ronfidered in- 


' © deed, they fall under the Denomination of Pradii- 


. 


treat Goch, and all:yhings:Sacred with the utmoſt 
Scorn and Contempt; cis 'a phaih prübf, that they 
not only not think of God, but chink chere is none; 
not only is He abſent from their Thoughts; but 
by à Poſitive Act of their Will do they explode the 
N, otion of his Being, as made up of nothing but 
Nonſenſe and Contradiftion.'' ' © 

And if this Grand i en of all Religion, via. 
the Exiſtence of a God has not been able to 
eſcape the Affronts of Fooliſh and Unreaſonable 
Men; how ſhould that other of the Immortali- 
ty of the Soul? To him, that ons no Inviſible 
Creator of all things, the Doctrine of the Souls 
Permanency after Death muſt neceſſarily found as 
a meer Fable or Legend; yea, we ſind it no bet- 
ter eſteem'd of by x hoprofeſs themſelves to 
acknowledge a Deity, and, which is more, Chri- 
ſtianity too. *Tis very well known, what pains a 


LI [road d late Writer has taken to overthrow this Great Ar- 
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ticle of Faith; how induſtrious he hach been to ri- 


dieule and expoſe it; yea, ſo confident doth he 
-feem of having the Truth on bis ſide, as to com- 


mit his Book to the Patronage of the whole Body 


of our Clergy; tho', I rather chink, it was not 
without a -defign'd affront; for tis the Intereſt of 
[thoſe who' are fallen out with Religion, to re- 
ven „ 
/and kis natural for ſuch as are at Enmi 


it, 
with 
ruth, 


„ 


then World ſhall riſe up in Judgment with him and 


Truth, te auc, "hoſe whoſe Lipe preſerve 


2 N ow whether this. Dodrine, of the Souls 1 


mortality, be an Heachcaiſh, Invention, 3s he will 


have it: which, h che ways is BO enger of Ar- 
gument againſt the: Trath of it. Or W 1 
undoubtediy, it be of-as carl Date 28 

ſelf, I ſhall- only remark this, that boy our Sa- 

viour denounc againſt the, Jews for their Obſti- 
nate Incredulity, vis, That the Queen of the South ot. Mat. 
ſhould riſe ap in I udgment with them and condemn '* 4* 
them, may in other words be applied to this Au- 

thor; That che Wiſe and Sober Part of the Hea- 


condemn. him; for the an their, utmoſt Endea- 
vours to diſcover this Truth, ſo far as it was diſ- 
cernihle by the Light: of, Reaſon. but behold this 
Author "Gf the Clearer Light of Revelation, It is 
Strange and Amazing, that in a Community pro- 
ſling Chriſtianity there 8 any one be found, 
ſo far loſt, to Reaſon and Religion, as nat to be 
convinc'd of the garni. Immateriality and 
Immortality: of; the Humane Soul; but this were 
pardonable, had he ſtop'd here; but when he makes 
it his buſineſs to diſperſe the oyſon of his Notions 
into the minds of others, thereby to unſettle ws 
weak, and confirm, the wayering to his o 

be ought. not to he treated, as one pil = 
ane d a great Error only. in his Writings, = 28 
ome of Evil and Miſchievous Deſigns againſt all Re- 
lgion-in generale The! Athenians, 35 blameable as 
they might be for their Exceſſive By, are 84 
eſe clervedly Commendable, in that they were ſevere 1 
92 1 a | Caſfiga- | 5 | 1 
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Caſtigators of all xhe Affronts, Scorn and Contempt 
that was at any time caſt upon their Gods, and Sa- 
cted Myſteries; and however unjuſtly Anaxaporas, 
Sorrares und ſome others might ſuffer upon that ac- 
count, yet thity are fairly tobe iequitred; yea ap- 
Huded fr their proceedings againſt Protagoras of 
Abdera,'"wh65; becaule' he Had publickly profeſs'd 
in his W Ju thut: he doubted whether there was 

any God exiſting or not; They expell'd him their 
Countrey, and after wards in a Publick A ſſembly 
committed his Book to the Flames. This latter 
mark of Infamy, I think,; Our Worthy Senators 
of the Honourable Houſe of Commons thought fit 
to brand our Author with, and he had had no 
great cauſe to complain, if the Government had 


impos d the other. It may nor, perhaps, be alto- | 

gether improbable, to eonjecture what might give a 

occaſion to his Heterodox and 'Heretical Treati- , 

ſes; a Principle, advanc'd of late by an Author of t 

Great Acuteneſs and Subtlety, viz. That Matter is r 

capable of e, kur A Notion ſufficiently abſurd 1] 

in it ſelf, and, I muſt add; Atheiſtical'too, when b 

I conſider the direct tendenty it hath to the intro- 0 

ducing of Univerſal Corporealiſm; and yet, for je 

= all this, how ſmoothly doth this Notion paſs with th 
q ſome Men, who, I am confident, muſt abhor the p. 
* Conſequence of it; ànd for which I can give my * 
| felf no other Reaſon at preſent, but that they are * 
loth to diſapprove of any Principle this Author 8 

has ſet up in Philoſophy, out of the good Liking Wl we. 

f his in Politics. © III z 4 T2123 10 dd lutte 15 to 
| C1911 S13W YO 3608 nit ldabnac¹⁰j,“j e yitews! he 


II. Se- 
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ie Unroerſity of Cambridge. h 
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II. Secondly. Another ſort of Men we have, 

who acknowledge indeed a God and a Providence, 

but then wholly reje& Revelation, and entertain 

2 very mean and low Eſteem of the Scriptures and 

the Chriſtian Religion; To ſome Hiſtorical parts 

of Holy-Wric they may, perhaps, give their Aſ- 

ſent, as to a Common Hiſtory ; but the whole Nar- 

rative of our Saviour's Life and Death, and Suf- 

ferings, of his Reſurrection and Aſcenfion, of the 1 

Miracles wrought by him and his Apoſtles, the | 

eſteem of, as a meer Contrivance of the Firk | 1 

Preachers of the Goſpel. | Theſe are they, who j 

Profeſſng themſelves to be wiſe become Fools, for Rom..22. | 

ſuch is every one who {lights and contemns the in- 

fpired Writings, that inexhauſtible Treaſury of 
ivine Wiſdom and Eloquence, which, and only i 

which is able to make himwiſe unto Sabvation. Theſe : Tim. 3. U 

are the Modern Sceptics of the Age, who think f. 

that no Religion as yet is Eſtabliſh'd upon Suffi- 

cient Grounds of Credibility; who, becauſe the 

Truth of Chriſtianity is incapable of being proy'd 

by that ſort of Demonſtration, whereby Geometri- 

cal Propoſitions are, do therefore think fit to re- y 

ject it: But, in the mean while, do they not ſhew | 

themſelves moſt unreaſonable in requiring more 

proof, than the Nature of the thing can admit of, 

and betray a Great Defect of Judgment, in not 

knowing when Evidence 1s fitted and proportioned 

to the. matter in hand that is to be proved? It 

would be Superfluous to what I have undertaken, 

to engage in Controverſy with the Deiſt, and al- 

together needleſs, conſidering how ſhamefully of 


late their Cauſe hath been baffled by that laudable 
| B  :- Gare: 
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10 Sermon preachd hefore 

Leure Care that was taken for that Purpoſe; I only men- 

bye tion them in this Place, as falling in with my pre. 

Honour · ſent Subject: For if the Holy Scriptures are a Fory 

we Robert of Sound Words, if it be a Doctrine worthy of all 

_ . acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the World 
to ſave Sinners; The Deiſt, who denies Chriſtia- 
nity in the groſs with all its Eſſentials, doth moſt 
ſignally approve himſelf of the Number of thoſe 
who Vill not endure Sound Doctrine. 


III. Thirdly. Another fort yet we have, who al- 
i low indeed that God has actually made a Revel. 
| | tion of his will to Mankind; that he ſpake in time 
} Heb.1. 1-2. paſt unto the Fathers by the Prophets, and in theſe 
laſt days has ſpoken unto us by his Son; yet with 
Great Arrogance do they preſume to limit and 
confine the Infinite Wiſdom, as to what it ſhall 
Reveal, and what not; and theſe are the Diſci- 
ples of Socinus. For what elſe is it, that when ſuch 
and fuch Doctrines are delivered in Scripture, in 
Words of a plain and determinate Senſe, where 
there can be no room for Metaphor, according to 
the ufual Modes of Speech, they ſhall endeavour 
all they can to elude the true an —— Meaning 
of them, by frivolous and groundleſs Diſtinctions, 
or by frigid and inept Explications, or by diſtort- 
ing tae Words from their Natural Import and Sig- 
nification to a ſtrain'd and Figurative Senſe, where 
there is no Cauſe to recede from the literal one? 
By ſuch wretched Shifts and Evaſions as theſe, 
by ſuch arbitrary and precarious 1 do 
they think to diſentangle themſelves from an Ob- 
ligation to believe whatever ſoars above the 2 
Eo | 0 


RB = — —— . ü on 
— — — — — — — . — 


8 — * b 4 N 2 * , * " 4 * * 
; : | 5 "INE: 44 - 8 _ _— —— — nt 
| 54 > G ts — —— _— ———_——— 
* q bas C Fe 
rate 7 * . = N 
bd \ - 
CE : : * 
” 1 — . 2 N x 
. k Y. L * 


ä 


of their Reafon to comprehend, notwithſtanding it 


comes recommended to them by Him who can nei- 
ther err nor deceive, and is ſupported upon the 
ſure Teſtimony of Truth it ſelf. And all the while 
they thus contend againſt any things being incom- 

rehenſible in the Chriſtian Inſtitution, they muſt 

e forc'd to acknowledge that there are Truths in 
Nature and Natural Religion, moſt abſtruſe and 
myſterious, ſuch as they can never diſpute or deny, 
which yet are altogether as inexplicable by them, 


and in the Contemplation of which Their Reaſon 


is as much bewildred and loſt; as in thoſe ſublime 
Myſteries of our Faith, vie The Doctrine of 


Three Diſtinct Subſiſtencies in the Divine Eſſence, 


and but One God; and that of the Union of the 

God- head and Man- hood in one and the ſame In- 

dividual Perſon. | | = 
Were theſe Men of Great Reaſon, as they think 


themſelves to be, and of as little Faith, but able to 
draw a Parallel between theſe Poctrines and that 


of Tranſubſtantiation, they would be much in 
the right to reject-them: Bur ſince they never could 
charge our Faith with any thing Contradictious, 
and at the ſame time make good x hs Charge; ſince 


no Article of our Belief is in any wiſe Repugnant 


to Right Reaſon, how much ſoever it may mount 
above it; tis evident that by withholding their 
Aſſent to theſe Grand and Important Truths, they 
moſt ſhamefully fruſtrate the great End for Which 
the Goſpel was wrote, which, as Str. John tells us, 
was, That ue might believe that Feſus' was the 


Cbriſt, the ſon of God; and that believing we might 


have Life through his Name. „ 
B 2 IV. A ourthly 


t. Joh. 20. 
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IV. Fourthly. Another fort of Men who ui 
not endure Sound Doctrine, are they who, by cauſ. 
lefly dividing from our Communion, break the 
Peace and Unity of the Church: and are the main 
Occaſion of our Diſcords here at home, and the 
Scandal of the Reformation abroad. And of theſe 


there are various Sects and Denominations, as Pre/. 
bytertans, Independents, Anabaptiſts, Quakers, An- 


timonians, and what not? For when once Men 
forſake the Path of Truth, the Maze of Error is 
infinite; and it is no Security to any of theſe Par. 
ties, that they themſelves are in the right, only by 
being Exempt from the miſtakes of each other. But 
then, all this while, what affords matter of a me- 
lancholy Conſideration is, that how much ſoever 
they may differ amongſt themſelves in ſome things: 
yet they unanimouſly agree in a reſolute and un- 
reaſonable Oppoſition againſt our Church, to the 
manifeſt Danger of her Eſtabliſhment, and to the 
Great Prejudice of the Common Intereſt of Religion, 
« O unhappy Church, founded according to the 
« Laws — Rules of the Goſpel, regulated by the 
« Model of the Primitive and Pureſt Ages, whoſe 


Government is of Divine Inſtitution, Whoſe Faith 
cc and Practice is Orthodox and Sound, whoſe 
* Worſhip is ſetled in the Golden Mean between 


« Superſtition and Sordid Neglect, not burden'd 
« with an Exceſs of Ceremonies on the one hand, 
cc or impair'd thro a defect of Order and Solemnity 


c on the other, equally remote from the Gaudy 


« Fopperies and Pageantry of the Church of Rome, 
ce 3 the Indecency and Slovenlineſs of Fanati- 
« ciſin,; whoſe Conſtitution is eſteem'd and - 
4 mr 
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cc mir'd by thoſe abroad, and eſtabliſh'd by Good 

« and Wholſom Laws at home! Yer how art thou 

ſlighted, contemn'd, and undermin'd by. open and 

profeſs d Enemies of the Separation; and unwor- 

thily betray d by ſecret ones within thine own Bo- 

ſom! So that that Prediction of the Royal Prophet, 

which the Evangeliſts apply to the Perſon of our "il 

Lord himſelf, the Head, is true alſo as to the pu- 

reſt Part of his Myſtical Body, the Church: He, 

which did eat of my Bread, hath lift up his heel a- plal. 41. 3. 

gens , o 04 tot i443 age tots 3 by 

But not to perſiſt in a Digreſſion in the needleſs, - 

tho' juſt Encomiums of our preſent Church; I 

proceed to ſhew, which, I think, will not be. fo- 

reign to the buſineſs in hand; That they who have 

divided from us, have at the ſame time divided 

from the Truth, and, by forſaking our Commu- 

nion, have rejected Sound Doctrine. And this 

will appear by the following particulars. 


I. Firſt, Obedience to Governors, I ſuppoſe, - 
none can deny to be a Neceſſary Duty, and in the 
ſame Breath own the Scriptures, as a Rule of our 
Behaviour, wherein it is ſo frequently. ineulcated, 
and fo ſtrictly enjoyn d us. Yet, how ſmall a re- 
gard have thoſe of the Diſſention, I mean, the De- 
ſigning Party of them; for ſome, vithout doubt, 
are betray d in amongſt them, through a miſtaken. 
Zeal, who otherwiſe are well meaning, and wholly: 
— the re. + eu 85 ers grime at?, 
ow ſmall a regard, I ſays has the Deſigning Party, 
of them to 2 30 ache do ies wig LS 
any breach of Charity, one may pronounce of _ | 
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and their known Prineiples and Practice will bear 
me out in What I ſay, that they neither care to 
1 Pet. 2-13, ſubmit to the King, as ſupream, or unto Governors, 
Gs as unto them that are ſent, or commiſſion'd by him. 
And it is no argument againſt what I ſay, to urge 
that they are not at this Jun&ure, or have been for 
fome time paſt, in any actual Rebellion; for I take 
them not to be ſo very Impolitic, as to ſound the 
Trumpet to Sedition, unleſs they were firſt well 
aſſured they had Forces ſufficient to compleat a 
Conqueſt, or at leaſt to make a ſafe Retreat. ö 
Such are the Principles of our Sectaries, notori- 
oufly Antimonarchical and Republican, and, I wiſh, 
ſince they are no better, they were confined to that 
Party only; but, I fear, the Venom is ſpread far- 
ther, and the Leaven extended beyond the Body of 
the Separation. | 
Now muſt not that Government be in a very ſafe 
Condition, where this curſed Poſition ſhall come 
to be a Principle generally avowed? That tis lau- 
ful for Subjects to take-up Arms againſ} their Law- 
ful Sovereign, upon pretence of preſerving Religion, 
or preventing any Grievances they may bye under. 
To aſſert this, what is it but to open a wide Gate 
to Rebellion? to render the Title of our Prince ſo 
very uncertain and precarious, that when ever Po- 
pular Faction ſhall have Weight enough to turn 
the Scale; and it will never want a pretence where- 
by to juſtify its proceedings; He that is a King to 
day, may be every ones Inferior to morrow, and 


thè meaneſt of his Subjects may mount the Throne, 
1 nene 48973 16 
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Principle purſu'd not many years ſince, were 
enough, one would think, to cauſe every Man 
who retains any Senſe of Duty to his Prince, or 
has any Regard to the Peace and Welfare of his 
Countrey to abominate and deteſt it. 
What Deſolation and Bloudſhed ? What _— 
and Slaughter were committed in this Kingdom, 
and all upon the ſcore of this Principle? 
The Beſt of Kings moſt inhumanely Murder'd 


Humanity and Juſtice, or whatever elſe is Sacred 
and Obligatory to Mankind. -—|\ 7  _T. 
What Injuſtice, Cruelty and Barbarity were acted, 
and all as the immediate and neceſſary Reſult of 
this Tenet? An evident proof that it can never be. 
Chriſtian; that it never was taught by the Printe 
of Peace, but borrowed rather out of the Alcoran, 
and calculated for the Religion of Mabomet. 
And how ſhould it otherwiſe be, when the Fun- 
damental Maxim whereon this Doctrine is ground- 
cd is unſound and rotten ? vg. That all Power is 
Originally in the People, and that the Authority 
whereby Princes Govern, is deriv'd from them, and 
depends wholly upon ſome Mutual Compact and 
Agreement bet uen them. Now in anſwer here- 
to, I ſhall only refer the Men: of this Perſwaſion to 
argue the Matter fairly with St. Paul, who tells us, 
that The Powers that be are ordain'd of God, . 
dab put into that Rank or Order which they 
hold by him, how then ate they ſet up by the 
People? and that they which refj# the Power, re- 
It an Ordinance, not of cheir own, but, of ny; 

f | | UE. 


To confider what the Effects were of this very ; | 


in cold Bloud, in defiance to all Religion and Law, 
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Our Church of England , to her great Credit be 


it ſpoken, has all along, even from the Infancy of 


the Reformation, preſerv'd a very tender and con- 
ſcientious Regard to the Rights of Princes, as ap- 
rs by her Articles, Canons, Injunctions, Homi- 

ies and Liturgy; in which reſpect She ſtands in 

Oppoſition as well to Papiſts as Diſſenters: For 
the Depoſing Doctrine of the Church of Rome, and 


the Principles of a Common-wealths-man, are off 
nearer Affinity to each other than is commonly 
imagin d; and this the late Incomparable Biſhop of 

Morceſter has made out, by running the Parallel 
between them in ſeveral particulars. Vea, the De- 


poſing Doctrine, I may add, is the more tolerable 
of the two, in as much as Invaſion is not half ſo 


odious and deteſtable as Rebellion. To conclude 


this Head then, (which I have the longer inſiſted 
on, becauſe I know no inſtance of a more General 
Revolt from Sound Doctrine, and wherein Men 
more ſtifly and confidently maintain their Error 
than in this.) If the DoQrine of Obedience to 
Princes, in that manner wherein Our Church aſ- 
ſerts it, be truly Chriſtian, then how much ſoever 
it may happen at any time to be out of Vogue and 
Eſteem: yet the Obligation thereto muſt be 2 


Heb. 13. 8. tual, and like the Author of it, The ſame ye erde, 


and to day, and for ever. 


II. It is evident in the next place, that the Se- 
paratiſts are Men impatient of ſound doctrine, were 
it for no other reaſon, than that they have with- 
drawn themſelves from our Church, where the 


Pure Word of God is duly preached, and the Sa- 
| craments 
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Truth, and are turned unto Fable. 

Were any of the Terms of our Communion in- 
deed unlawful, this would be cauſe ſufficient to 
juſtify the Separation, and condemn all thoſe who 


are, notwithſtanding this, for upholding that ſort 


of Worſhip: Bur ſince the ableſt of our Adverſa- 
ries could never ſhew this ; ſince there is nothing 
enjoyn'd, but what might eaſily be facrificd to Peace 
with a good Conſcience z| whoeyer ſhall ſeparate 
under theſe Circumſtances, can hardly be excus d 
from Sin. 7 nog ed colnet 6 n:7 

But we have been told of late that the Diſſenter 
is no Schiſmatic, tho I know not with what Face 
of Truth it can be ſo pleaded: For if Schiſm be 
the Breach of that Communion, wherein a Man 


might have continued without Sin; otherwiſe there 


never was, or can be any ſuch thing as Schiſm in 
the World % if it be a Vo untary Separation-of our. 
ſelves, without juſt. cauſe. given, from that Church 
whereof we were born Members; Our Diſſenter 
can never acquit himſelf of this Crime. 


I . b 31 elt 
Tis not the Toleration that can ſecure. bis Inno- 


cence, the Benefit! of that can extend no farther, 


tinue in Force. And ſo long as any National, 
C : Church 
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craments rightly adminiſtred, or, in the Apoſtles 
Expreſſion, have turn d away their Ears from the 2 Tim. 4 
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Churek i5-eſtabliſh'd by Law, whoſe Worlhip i is 
innocent, no Power upon Earth, whatever it may 
do as to my Conformity, can diſpenſe with my 
Obligation "thereto, er rf 95 am à Member 
theroof: h el 

'TheſeTruths are plain and ht and . ben 
of late ſubſtantially provdi beyond Contradiction. 
But the ſueeeſs this Argument! has had; has been 
no ways equal to its 1 gel it 
hath Ber Hag char Effect it 
of pteſerying Mer from b 
reckiming theſe tliat are ſo: 
ſon of this, but that Men are inſenſible of the great 
Evil of Schiſmꝭ and of the miſchievous Conſcquen- 
ces that attendat? onA 1 092 « 2134attin: 

Dis they but ſeriouſſy confi der what Care our 
Lord took to prevene it: and h dibigent: the A- 
poſtſes were for the ſame purpoſe; What Cautions 
| 2 to avoid all thoſe that were inclined 

andi what odious' Titles are affi d to it, 

ds 15 . Ne Vibe Fleſh," the Work of th Devil, 
and the like; Fhey-Would' not for tters of 2 
ſmall moment incur LP Danger of it 

But above all are they gmlty-of the moſt obſti- 
nite Schiſm, vie hayingine feal:Scruples:of Con- 
ſeienee ag nt our Comfiuniony do notwithſtand. 
ing dride fr dm us, and mightily widen th Sepa-· 
ration; and" Theſe are our OccafonalConformiſts, 
a ſort: of Men never to be vindicated, as long as 
Hypocriſy is blameable: TO eee f 
Interpretations ſonic may have put upon thb mat-· 


ter, e to OY upon the Vulgar, — 
them 
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able to diſoern the differences of things be 
ſuch as aſſect their outward Senſes ; whatever Pleas, 
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to have them on our fide in opinion, who are not 


m 
K 


I ay, have been urg' d in behalf of Occaſional Con- 


of it in deſpite of all the Arts of Diſſimulation and 
Double-Dealing, ſcandalous and grofly Hypocriti- 
cal; and in giving this Verdict, many of the Diſ- 
ſenters themſelves ( ſo forcible is Truth ſometimes 
above Prejudice) do agree with me: For it is = 
to all, who ſhut nat their Eyes, that it is no Prin- 


formity, I ſhall not be afraid to term the practice 


ciple of Conſcience, as has been pretended, that 


guides the Actions of theſe Men, and detains them 


| them over to a Partys and a noble Conqueſt is it 


from uniting with us; for that would oblige them 


to act uniformly, and at all times alile; but a Baſe 


Worldly Intereſt, and an Affectation of Power and 


Dominion; how otherwiſe is it poſſible that zhe 


Offer of a Place of Profit, or of a Share in the 


Government; ſhould reconcile a Manqto our mT 


of Worſhips: who is ſincere in the Qbje@ions. 


makes againſt it, when all the Exhortationsy Per- 


ſwaſions and Arguments for Union: that could be 
thought of; when Solutions full and clear have 


been return d by way of Anſwer to all Objettions; 


and which are the only proper Methods to he uſed 


in this caſe; have all proud ineffectual: ? 
It is a Maxim of Common Prudenec, ont vf raw 
Evils to chuſe the leaſt: Now ſay our Caſuiſti very 


nightly, Theſe Evils can never be both of a Moral 


ature; for no Man tan be brought under a a 
ſolute and unavoidabie Naoeſſity i borbOπνhτ]ÜN˖ᷓ u 
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But we certainly are fallen into the worſt of times, 
when the Conſtitution of things, one would think, 
was inverted; when Hypocriſy, an Evil of a Mo- 
ral Nature, and therefore the greater, is tolerated 


to prevent a leſs. 


But before I diſmiſs this Subject, I cannot but 
take notice of another ſort of Men, who, as Edu- 
cation and Preferment have chanc'd to determine 
them, are unluckily fallen within the Church, and 
nothing but a preſent ſubſiſtence out of her Re- 
venues is the Chain that links them to her, but 
without any liking of each other. Theſe, like the 

Viper, glad perhaps when cold and benumm'd to 
be receivd and entertain'd ; when after a while th 
have gathered Warmth and Strength, and their 
Nature returns upon them, do moſt ungratefully 
ſpit their Venom againſt the very Boſom that che- 

riſheth them. 

Theſe are they, who ſee nothing excellent e- 
nough in our Conſtitution to be contended for; 
who invidiouſly miſcal an Hearty Concern for the 
Intereſt and Safety of our Eſtabliſhment by the 
odious Names of Bitter Zeal, Fury, Uncharitable- 
neſs, and the like; moſt groundleſly intimating, 
that the Church cannot ſhew a Deteſtation of Re- 
bellion, Schiſm and Faction, without breaking in 
upon the Chriſtian Duties of Peace, Love and Be- 
nevolencte. DET y 

And thus while they act, do they not give us juſt 
occaſion to think, either that they want nothing 

to compleat themſelves Diſſenters, but an — 
3 | | 0 
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of Habit, their Principles being the ſame already 

with theirs; or that they are encourag'd by ſome 
Antimonarchical Zealots of the Nation to write 

Invectives againſt our Sion, and have a Penſion 

to ſpeak in favour of Schiſm and Faction? 

St. Paul tells the Elders met together at Miletus, 

that after his departing, Grie vous Wolves ſhould en- Ad, 1 ¹ 
ter in among them, not ſparing the Flock. And s . 
eyen to this day is the Generation of theſe Spiri- 

tual Wolves ſtill preſerv d within. this our Nation; 

and yet ſo oſcitant are ſome, | whoſe Duty it is to 

deſcry the Approaches of this Enemy, and to drive 

him away, as not to be ſenſible there is any ſuch, 

or that they themſelves and their Flock are in any. 

Danger thereby. Tis not therefore without Great 

Reaſon that our Church has inſerted this Depreca- 

tory Sentence into her moſt excellent Litany; That 

God would deliver us from edition, Privy Conſpi- 

racy and Rebellion, from all falſe Doctrine, Here 
and Schiſmy from Hardneſs of Heart, and Contempt 
of his Mord and Commandment. | = 


And now, I ſuppoſe, enough may have been faid' - 
to ſhew the Degeneracy of the Preſent Age in re- 
ſpe& of Principles; how regardleſs it is of Truth; 


how impatient of ſound and wholſom Doctrine. 


Upon which Conſideration let me only add theſe 
two Reflections briefly. e ln. 144 


I. Firſt, if the times are ſuch; that Men wwll - 
not endure Sound Dot rine, then tis much to be 
fear d that all the Deſigns on Foot for a Refor- 

S mation. 
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mation of Manners will be fruitleſs and ineffe. 
Qual; And the Societies erected for this purpoſe 
in the Metropolis of this Kingdom, whatever they 
expect, will in all probability meet with very lic. 
tle, if any, ſucceſs: For tis much the ſame thing, 
to hope to Reform the Body Politic by Penalties 
inflicted for ſome acts of Immorality committed, 
when at the ſame time tis diſtemper'd to 6 
great a degree, as to loath and nauſeate Sound 
Doctrine; as it is to endeayour to cleanſe the Na- 
tural Body when diſeas d, and reduce it to an 
Healthful Craſis or Conſtitution by external ap- 
plications only, when the Patient in the mean 
while rejects all proper and wholſom Medicines. 
Thoſe who are engag'd in this work of Reforma- 
tion, may bring Men indeed to condign Puniſh- 
ment for their more open and daring V ices; but 
will this alone beget a New Principle within? will 
not rather the Natural Effect of this be to make 
them fin the more clandeſtinely, and fo add Hy- 
pocriſy to their Profaneneſs. But be it atherwilc; 
for God forbid I ſhould envy Succels to a Deſign | 
that is good, efpecially when the means to accom- M 
pliſh it are lawful and generous, as, in this Caſe, I 4a 
ſuppoſe them to be; yet there is ſomething elſe, WI 6 
beſides a Corruption in Manners, that deſerves to Pr 
be diſcountenanc'd, and that is a Corruption in Prin- of 
ciples. And this I thought fit to hint, becauſe to 
there are thoſe, who paſs with ſome for. Men of thy 
a very Religious and Sanctified Life, whoſe De- ſte 
figns, if once put in Execution, would prove 2s 2 
fatal to the Community, as open Immorality 300 
3-190 Z DO ro- 
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pry Ko dp with this difference, that the 
latter, as in reaſon might be expected, would pro- 
voke the Divine Juſtice to pour out his Vengeance 
upon us in an Extraordinary Manner; and the 
other would directly and! immediately involve us 
in all the Miſeries of a Civil War: And this Con- 


ſequence off _ _ is rather to be dreaded moſt; 


ſince tis more Eligible to fall into the On of the 
51 than mo Py" Man. it 
b 004 1177 Noe 21 
Beſides, A Our Prefene Ci 6 
—_ x General, and in a manner Unlimited To- 
leration; can the Work of Reformation be carried 
on with that / Baſt and Succeſs, as otherwiſe it 
might be? Is: it not natural for thoſe, who- ate 


ricoufly\indlin'd,) when they obſerve a Great Li- 


berry gramred / this way,; to think all Religion a 
Jeſt; and themſelves injur ds if they are nor left 
free: to: cut out and model a ene to cheir 
own Fancy, as well as others? N 


2 Sam. 
2414. 


| Maredvencyet; by the means of a Taleration 


Men muſt needs: be brought to have a low eſteem 
and value yea to ſcorn and contemn their Lawful 
Guides and Puſtors; and to ſpurn at the wHñoIlſom 
Preſcripts\adminiſtfed by! the Reputar Phyſitians 


of the Sou and ſo berake'themiſetves: for a Cure 


to thoſe Spirittab Smpiricr or Quacks' licensd by 

the State; Who. if they chance to remove any Di- 

my for ithe : moſt part ſupefiriduce a worle, be- 
een n Retvemers to 1 . 
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Far be it from me to grudge any well-meaning 
Diſſenter the Benefit of a Toleration; but I can- 
not without ſome ſort of Indignation obſerye to 
what an Heighth of Impudence and Preſumption 
ſome. Men, upon this very account, are arriy'd : 
Who, becauſe the Civil Power has not reſtrain'd 
them from executing the Prieſt's Office, ſhall 

therefore have the Boldneſs to undertake it, 
Thoſe, I mean, who have nothing to fit them- 
ſelves for that Employment, but the bare Qua- 
lification which the Law requires, viz. of aſſent- 
ing to ſuch particular Articles; aſſenting , I ſay, 
not ſubſcribing , for that had been an hard Exacti- 
on upon ſuch of them as cannot write. When 
theſe Men thus rarely endow'd: ſhall invade the 
Sacred Office of the n that very Office, 
the Right Diſcharge whereof is a Matter of that 
Moment and Concern, as made the Apoſtle in 
Contemplation of it uſe this Solemn Exclama- 

® Cor. 4. tion: Who is ſufficient for theſe things? 


Tho), in this Age, the Reverſe of the Que- 
ſtion might more properly be put: ho is not 
ſufficient « When theſe, and ſuch as theſe ſhall 
take upon them to expound the Sacred Oracles; 

| Ere they can well read them ; Men whoſe Mouths 
Titus. . ti. ought rather to be ſtopped, who fubvert whole 
Houſes, teaching things they ought wot : When 
every-rude and illiterate Mechanic, that has but 
confidence enough te think himſelf inſpir' d, ſhall 
aſſume the Office of inſtructing a Congregation, | 
not half ſo ignorant as himſelf, and with an 15 
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c for the Church if they had? 


3 


name of Goſpel, what 


We 


1 0 yet how . are - Gas of a. * 
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